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House Democratic leaders are postponing a planned vote next week on legislation to decriminalize marijuana at the
federal level following concerns from moderates reluctant to take up the measure before any coronavirus relief package.
House lawmakers will now likely vote on the bill after the election, during the lame duck session.

Please sce BBM’s earlier blog post for detailed information on the Marijuana Opportunity Reinvestment and
Expungement (MORE) Act. The article below describes the current state of play in detail.

Please contact the BBM team if you have any questions or need additional information.

The Hill — House Democrats postpone vote on marijuana decriminalization bhill

BY CRISTINA MARCOS AND SCOTT WONG - 09/17/20

House Democratic leaders are postponing a planned vote next week on legislation to decriminalize marijuana at the
federal level following concerns from moderates reluctant to take up the measure before any coronavirus relief package.

Leadership indicated to Democrats that the previously planned vote would be delayed, according to two lawmakers.
Centrist Democrats who have been agitating for action on coronavirus relief after months of stalled negotiations

had expressed concern about taking a vote on marijuana legalization before work on what they see as must-pass
legislation is completed.
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-Md.) notably left the legislation, called the Marijuana Opportunity

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D
dule for next week.

Reinvestment and Expungement (MORE) Act, off the announced floor sche
Hoyer later said in an emailed statement that Democratic leaders are «sommitted” to scheduling a vote on the bill before
the end of the year.

rnment shutdown and

ss the MORE Act with
” he said.

“Right now, the House is focused relentlessly on securing agreement to stave off a damaging gove
continuing to do its job addressing the COVID-19 pandemic. Later this autumn, the House will pa
strong support as yet another crucial step toward making our justice system fair for all Americans,

House Judiciary Committee Chairman J erry Nadler (D-N.Y.), the bill’s sponsor, suggested the vote could be put off until

after the November elections.
“It might get postponed to the lame-duck [session],” Nadler said.

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) also notably left the marijuana legislation off the announced floor schedule
for next week.

While moderate lawmakers had pushed for postponing the vote, progressives expressed frustration with holding off on
passing a historic marijuana legalization bill that is a major part of liberals® racial justice efforts.

“I feel like the impulse to delay the expungement of people’s records is a fear-based response to {Senate Majority

Leader] Mitch McConnell [R-Ky.] and the Republican Party. And I personally don't think that we should be governing
that way. I don’t think that when Democrats have power, like a House majority, that we should be drafting our agenda
based out of fear of Republicans,” said Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.).

Ocasio-Cortez also questioned why moderates would push for delaying the marijuana legalization legislation when the
House is still voting on other bills before taking up any additional COVID-19 relief.

“We already had a COVID vote. If the argument is that we should not be voting on legislation because we haven’t voted on
COVID yet, then why are we voting on anything? Why is it that the one racial justice bill is the one that’s being singled

out?” Ocasio-Cortez said.
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House Demoacrats passed a $3 trillion coronavirus aid package in May, although some vulnerable lawmakers in
competitive districts have called for taking additional votes this month on coronavirus relief before leaving Washington
until after the elections.

The MORE Act, called the Marijuana Opportunity Reinvestment and Expungement Act, would remove federal penalties
on marijuana by removing it from the Controlled Substances Act and 2pply the change retroactively to prior and pending
e

It would also authorize a sales tax on martiuana products to fund grant programa to provide fob training, legal aid and

mentoring programs to indniduals impacted by national efforts o combat Ulegal drug use — which has particularty

affected communities of color — a8 well 25 2seiet emall businesses in the marijeana industry cwned by “socally and
ically disad } individzals *

Twenty states and the District of Cobambsa hawe decriminalized martjuana in small amounta for personal consumption,

according to the National Conference of State Logislatures

Hoyer said Thursday that the Homme i cxpwcied o vote fett week on 2 chort-term spending Will 1o avert & gowernanent
shutdown on Oct 3. a8 well 28 legnistion 1o prosmote chean energy. He aleo said the House may take sp legalation to
require U S traded covpamies that comdut bessiness in China's Xinjlang region to disclose whether thew produats are
made in or wrurted froem Urghne smtermmrnt cams or bactories with foreed labor practices,
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